Manufacturing Clause

A NOTABLE DIFFERENCE between United States copyright law and the
copyright law of the great majority of other countries is the condition
that in order to secure copyright here a book in the English language
must be completely manufactured 'within the limits of the United
States.' These limits include the Hawaiian Islands and Porto Rico, but
not the Philippine Islands.

Foreign-language books published in other countries need not he
reprinted here to obtain copyright, but, although the Copyright Act
is not explicit on this, it would seem that those by American authors,
whether in a foreign language or English, must be manufactured here.
Books of foreign origin in the English language may be protected by
ad interim copyright (q.v.) while their American editions are being pro-
duced. Books in raised characters for the use of the blind are exempt
from the provision, as are also published plays and music (Classes D
and E). Periodicals and newspapers printed in English must con-
form to the manufacturing requirements, but no affidavit is required.
Book illustrations reproduced by lithography or photo-engraving must
conform unless they are of scientific or artistic subjects, the original^
of which are located in foreign countries.

If the book is printed from type, the type must be set here; if from
plates, the plates must be made here from American set type; if it
is lithographed, photo-engraved, or reproduced by any similar process,
the work must be done here; and the printing and binding, too, must
be done in America. During the existence of an American copyright
of any particular book, even an authorized edition manufactured else-
where cannot be imported. The purpose of these requirements was
originally to protect the American worker, whose higher standard of
living made it impossible to produce books in this country as cheaply
as in many foreign states. Unfortunately, however, the provision now
works to our disadvantage; it has proved to be the chief obstacle to
our joining the International Copyright Union (q.v.).

An affidavit certifying that the book has been manufactured in con-
formance with the terms of the Copyright Act must accompany the
application for registration of books in classifications A, Al, A2, A6.
Affidavit forms are printed on the reverse of the application forms
supplied by the Copyright Office (see Affidavits),

118